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[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK47][bookmark: OLE_LINK48][bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6][bookmark: _GoBack]This research proposal explores how photojournalism changed in China between 1976 and 1989. This period is important because this time period was marked by many crucial changes in Chinese politics, social life, and the press, all of which were documented to an extent in photographs. As evident, photojournalism is a very core aspect which is connected to the press and the influence of the former by the latter must be investigated objectively. The project will compare and contrast the development of photojournalism in China and how it affected society in the late nineteenth century. This impact will be compared with the modern digital era, in which journalism is more sophisticated and competes with alternate forms of visual media. Photojournalism is naturally inseparable from the process of political decision-making, and the connections between the respective changes parallel one another. Additional research questions include a discussion of censorship that has prevented the further development of photojournalism in certain time periods and how the press has responded.  An additional question is certain trends in photojournalistic subjects, from its “serious and rigorous” period to more open and social subjects. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK15][bookmark: OLE_LINK16]These questions suggest that the development of photojournalism is a mixture of several histories: the evolution of photography, the development of journalism, the relationship between the press and the Chinese government, and popular responses. It might be interesting to research if and why photojournalism needed to keep up with current popular trends of the times and in society. Generally, every aspect in social, political as well as economic spheres is striving to achieve improvements in the current era and photojournalism has not been left behind. A discussion will include advances in photography technology and in the press, some case examples of how photojournalists in China exploited and spread trends, and the relationship between photojournalism and photography in China in general. 
After finishing this project, I hope I will have greater insight into how news photographers approach their work, how photojournalists are regarded in the public sphere, and current trends in photojournalism in an increasingly digital era.  Though this research, I plan to know more about photojournalism as a field, while seeing how my own approach to the news has evolved. Furthermore, I would like to examine my own attitudes and behavior toward visual news reporting and better understand why photography is so meaningful in everyday life. I have always been enthusiastic and curious about the historical development of photography in diverse areas of the globe and as such, this research will aid me in understanding such aspects and others in a broader picture. 
In today’s society, digital photography has become the main mode of photography. In my own personal experience, I have seen an interesting trend, which was that Chinese tourists are more likely to take photos of objects in a museum rather than actually appreciate the art exhibits themselves. They are not only more likely to take a picture of the exhibits but also, so it seems, more likely to take selfies with the artwork. As evident, publicizing art work and photographs has become the order of the day among the Chinese and as such, it is important to understand the motivating aspects for doing so. It makes me want to know when people decided to start sharing every single detail of their lives rather than enjoying the art for art’s own sake.
 Interestingly, people will even take photographs of other photos in order to post them on social media. In this case, it can be asserted that the advancements in technology have facilitated the improvements in photography and such a trend is appealing. In order words, efficiency as well as effectiveness in photography has been achieved. Additionally, people are now more likely to take photographs as a means of expressing themselves and “boasting” of where they are and what they have done in casual settings, instead of taking photographs as souvenirs of special moments, which was the appeal of news photography as a means of visualizing special events to sell newspapers. In addition, I located an article from a blog entry on the Museum of Jinan´s website that analyzes why an audience would take photos in a museum. The authors conducted the survey by polling people who admit to taking photos in the museum, and the results show that most people take photos on their mobile phones (The Museum of Jinan).
 According to this article, I think the change of photographic tools affects people’s behavior and attitudes with cameras to a certain extent. It led me to think of the development of tourism photography and its relationship with photojournalism. Similar to touristic photography, photojournalism has also been impacted by the advent of mobile phones and cameras in the digital age. Since anyone could potentially capture a news-worthy image, it led me to think about how the public regarded photojournalism since is infancy. I wanted to explore this relationship and see how the field progressed and trace its impact on society from the late Imperial period to the modern era. 
From the research I have done so far, I might use academic journals, articles, books, and dissertations as my main sources for this investigation. I will use secondary source as my major sources to gain context for my research questions. I have found most of my sources on online databases like JSTOR, EBSCOhost, and Web of Science. In addition to print sources, I have leaned heavily on old news photographs in China. By using the ART store database, I found some black and white pictures of people in China in the early twentieth centuries. 
In addition, I plan to analyze these images and see how they relate to the larger context of news journalism in China, “hot” topics and events of the day, and contextualize them in the newspapers they autobiographies and interviews of prominent Chinese photojournalists or foreign journalists working in China. The most useful source I have found on EBSCOhost so far is an article, “The April Fifth Movement: Marking the Rise of Citizen Photojournalism in the People’s Republic of China.”, written by Li Shi. Shi describes why the April Fifth Movement played an important role in Chinese photography history, and this movement led Chinese photographers to advocate for the freedom of photography and the press in general. 
I think it might shed light on why the behavior of photographers changed using in photojournalism. It may be a good example to compare photographers from Chinese photojournalism in the early twentieth century to contemporary ones. It is apparent that change is inevitable and in this case, I have to be conversant with the changes that photographers from different areas have achieved over time. It would also be very objective to understand the different aspects that have fueled these changes over a period of time. The April Fifth Movement might be a case study to center my paper on, and I might study the work of one of the more prominent photographers in that movement and assess his body of work
The most challenging part that I can predict is locating sources related specifically to my theme. I frequently cannot find an article that fits my topic even after changing different type database. One of the main problems was trying to find the right keywords to search for. I could only think of basic keywords, such as “Chinese photography,” which had many hits, and “April Fifth Movement,” which had much fewer. I tried using different search patterns, narrowing my time frame, and using Boolean searches to make my keywords broader. In the workshop, I realized that keywords were only a starting point, and that just because I wasn’t finding information under the right keywords did not mean that no sources existed. In the end, I spoke with the librarian in Geisel about my topic. 
Compared to working on my own, it is going very well and faster and more successfully than if I were doing it alone. Also, the librarian told to me that I can find the subject librarians online and email them to talk about my topic. After that, I make an appointment to see the subject librarians of Chinese study. It was really help convection that we go over the debates that I can find source. Also, she shows me how to use the Interlibrary Loan to request dissertation and the book which is outside of our campus. It is the best way for me to easily overcome this challenge. 
I already found the enough sources which I might use in the upcoming reach paper. I also plan to consult the bibliography for Li Shi’s article on the April Fifth Movement. Reviewing the bibliography may help me uncover additional articles by Li Shi that are relevant to my project. Consulting other works by Li Shi could also help me identify other authors who have written about changes in photography as they relate to political movements. As evident, the online platform has facilitated so many aspects and in this case, I will make use of it in achieving better performance.
The biggest challenge for me has been narrowing down the topic, as I feel I have still only grasped the outer reaches of my topic. I struggle to determine the specific area and direction that I want to explore, as there seems to be so much worth exploring in the subject. The process becomes easier as I research more about Chinese history in the database. That way I can specify more and more to explore the history of Chinese journalism. Sometimes I get recommendations for books and articles from the subject librarian, too. After I finish this reading, I can narrow down the time range of study and make my thoughts more cohesive. Ultimately, I plan to develop a single case study that explores all these research questions. My aim is to use the case study of a person, an event, or a photographic school or newspaper to understand the details of photojournalism in China. It is an intricate process, but it helps me to find an accurate point that reflects my topic and focus my research from there outwards.
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